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P CIIAPTER L

»J aTRS a BTllANGK 81GHT IN THB
CABIN OF THB SEA 8WALLOW.

It was gettiug dark when I arrived
at Southend. whither I had Journeyod
.o Join a fricnd who was on board his
a-arhL I had nnluckily mlssed the
ferala by which 1 was cxpected. so there
was no one to mee^ me at the station,
bot knowing that my fricnd's little
.raJt was to be some few hundred
yarda off the pler-head. I made my
sray to the beacb. and hailing a water-
aaan who had }ast cume asbore ln his
Skiff, 1 asked him if he know Mr. Ar-
ftfcur Duncan's yacht by sight.
.No. sir," he said. "I don't know

atr. Duncan. nor his boat. What's her
aatf
"Aal That I can-t tcll you." I re-

pUfd. "1 know she's a ten-tonner and
a yawl. and that she was to be off Qm
pler-head, but her name I don't know."
That'a all right, sir," said the man

#saB8uringly. "She's there yv^t The
afda's Just on the turn. If you 11 jump
aa I can put you alongside o' her ln
twenty minutcs."
He was as good as his word, but

lao«igh as siinn as we were within ear-
abot of the yacht I hailcd her with
a hasty "Duncan, aboy!" no one came
an dock la response to my summons.

"I auppose my friend has gone asbore
.perhaps to look for me.and has
fcakep hJi skipper with him. He must
have done so. because I see that the
dinghy's gone. Never mind, 1*11 go
aboard and watt for him." Saying
whtch I scrambled from the skiff upon
the yaoht'a iack, paifj tho waterman,
aad dismissed him.
As I had been up vcry late the nlght

before. md the strong alr of South-
tnd had made me sleepy, 1 decided to
|o below and have a nap. My first tdea
waa to make myself comfortable upon
fSM of the cushioned lockers in the
-Sabln. but. thinkiug to play a practical
joks upon Ihinean, I disposed myself,
Uujtead. in the empty spaco under the
alcaping borth in the. fo'castle, covering
anysAf wRh somo old tarpaulins which
1lA& baen bundlcd there.I suppose. to
ba 6ul o? Ihe way. The cabin was cur-
aalned off from the fo'castle by heavy
plush hangings, but I managed to
arraage the tarpaulins and tho hang-
IngR po rhat I should be able to see
wfeat took place when Duncan entrred.
That done. 1 settled myself for a sleep.
trom whieh I was arnused by tlie bump-
kag of a boat agsinst the yacht's side.
Xhere waa a sruffting sound, as of

sdaaebody clanbering on board. A
.otoe which I did not recognlae sald4
"Here you are. boatman," nnd a groff
"Tank'e©, sir." wa3 fnllowed "by,
"Wlsh. jdu Rodn-nlght." aa the "boat
waa thoved off.

.> flCibe dip ef the oars had sfcsirccly
alled away before anotber ?oioe, which
waa nnknovrn to me, halled as from
tho water: "Sea Swallow, anoy!"
"Sea Swallow, lt is," said the man

.b aeck. and soon a second boat grated
against the yacht's side and put a pas-
aeagor oa board.

I waa now be:Uinlng to feel rather
aaoomfortable. Should ft turn out that
taa yacht on which I had ao foolishly
ooaceaied myself was not my friend's
craft. after all, 1 should look extremely
aflly when oalled on to account for my
preaence there. Hono<» I necd scarcel>
say that 1 awaitod tbe advont of the
aew-cotnors with considorablo nnxiety
- aaTiety whieh was not relievod by
the BMft that, lnstond of coming below,
t*ey romained on deek talking togothor
t« tonns so low that I could not catcii
thoir words.
By-and-by one of the two said,

"Bare'* another dingby," and soon a
tlalrd boat ran alongside of us, followed
mot long after by a fourth and liith,
which arrivod simultaneously.
Thon when a sixth, and linally a

aerenUi. had put a passengcr on hoatd.
a aoiee which I had not before heard,
aaid:
"Come, gentlemen; let us get be-

lowJ*' The tone In which the words
ware sfajkpn seenied to imply a com-
taand rathor than a request. and was
.extninly not that in which a host
would address his guests.
But whatevCf hilght be the relations

}5?.l,w£sa Vhe apeaker and the rest of tho
eonipariy. Ihe simultaneous shnffling of
feet owrhcaii told me that the proposai
ao adjourn to tho cabin had recehed
the assent of the meeting.

*aa Ihe cabin was lighted by a .swing-
Wtg oil lanip, and tho fVcastfl.. where
I was concealed. was entireJy in dark-
aeaa, I ran very little risk of diseovery;
bat all the same.when I heard the
ftrat atep upon the companion ladder
wblch led from the deck.I lnstinctive-
ly drew back my head under the tar-
paaiins, where 1 oould neither see nor
ae aee-n.
After about half a minute I made

bold to advanca my head again, so as
%o get a aight of what waa going on.
And saeh a aight!
For the first moment I could not be-

Mere my eyes, but was persuaded that
I was sfeill aleeping How eise waa I
ta aooount for the sight I saw, except
ay supposing that the whole business
a* tha aeven boats, each carrying a
aajnsteiious passenger, waa a dream of
which the present acene waa a ccn-
tiaaation.
Btandlng around the table were aeven
-i. all so axactly alike that I ahould

not haTo been anrpriaed had I been toldtkat I waa looking at one man aur-
sonnded by aix facsimlles of hJmaelf.
No one who had aeen that sight,aaiar auch drcumstancea aa I saw ltiwould have wondered that I could nots«tieva tha evldence of my aenses, but

¦ay thera open-mouthed and scarce
sarlng to breathe, my eyes journey-tag la a circie from face to facs and
woan figure to figure, till I was da2ed
.ad drusken with lmbecila aatonlsh-
anant.

i\ll the soTen were of awarthy eom-
fToxton. All had buahy brown halr,Wlta brown beards, trimmed ln tha

manner. All wore glaasss, and
WH» dreseed exactly alike ln blaa

lerge suits. wlth turn-dowh collafsT
bhie and whlte apotted aallor acarfs.
and black bow.ier hats of slmllar shape.
Whlle 1 wm gaping at thla alngular
apectaele, one of the aeven took the
aeat at the head of the table wlth hla
hack to me. motioning to the others
to aeat themselves, whlch they dld,
three on each slde, leavlng the apace
at the foot of the table unoccupled.
Then the chairman struck the table

6harply with his open hand.
"Let the candldate for the aeventh

place on the council stand forward,"
he said.
For the space of three of four aec-

onds nobody stirred. Then a man.
who was sitting near the entrance to
the cabln. shot to his feet as If taken
by surprise. squared his shoulders, with
his arms lying stifT at his side. and
stood In the nttitude whlch in the
drillyard ls known as "at attention."
I could not see the face of the man
at the head or the table. but 1 knew
instinctlvely that the two eyes of him
were coverlng the candldate, like twln
gnns in a battery screwsd up to cover
a target Thongh his back was to me,
I seemed In some way to feel the pene-
trating intentncss of his eyes. and to
share the discomposure whlch the ob-
ject of hla scrutlny was evldently ex-
perleneing. The mllitary stiffness of
the upstander's bearlng seemed to ooze
ont of his llngertlps. His shoulders
contractod. and his head. whlch at
flrst was weli thrown back. came for¬
ward. and into his eyes stole a sheep-
Ish, furtlve look whlch but IU becamo
hlm.

All thl3 was not lost upon the man
at the head of the table. It seemed to
me that his volce took on an added,
sharpnesa aa. with the slngle word
"There." he polnted wlth hla pen to
the foot of the table where the candl¬
date would be faclng the company, The
man moved to the posltion indlcated.
and then the chairman addressed hlm
ln a hard. eold volce.
"You have cotne here as a candldate

for the aeventh place on the councilT
ls that so?"
"That 4s so," rcplled the other sp>t-

lenly.
"I need not tell you that yov. have

not been Invlt^d here to-night wlthout
due ronslderation as to your ability for
the post you "seek to ft 11. I may tell
you loo that >ou have been a marked
man' for tomc months past. It 1
mistal^e not, you have suspected the
positjrtm of affairs tn regard to this
cQ^mcIl for a long time. and we declded
ifhat one of two things must happen.
either that your undoubted ability must
be enlisted on the side or the couucil,
or else.well.that the council must
be protected from any injury you
have lt ln your power to do us. What
the latter alternntive would necessitate
need not now, fortunately, be dweit
upon. You have, I believe, been
sounded.carefully, of course.in re-

gard to your readinesa to undertake
the responsibilttles of the post. Am

^1 rlght In supposlng that you do not
come here altogether tgnorant of what
these responsibilitles incan?"

"i do not." said the candldate.
"You are aware that onoe having

jolned US there ls no going back, and
that for the man who plays us false
there i<* only one penalty?"
The fellow nodiled.
"Yerv goo<l. And, on the other hand,

you are prohahly not unaware that
there are cartaia atfraataajaa accruing
t<. ;i st^it on the council which are
noi attOgethftr to be de.spised?"

"I had eurnilsed as much," said the
candidate. tdniost insolently. and wuh
a greody glitter in his small eyes.
"Very good." with an Inclination of

the aead. "ls it your will. brothera,
that thi.s man be elected to the council
in place of Ooiincillor Number Seven.
whoee amm we have AacttM to re-
mo\ «¦"

IIe looked inqulrlngly at his alx col-
Jeaguee. some of whom responded with
' V-.-','" tkito others meiely nodded
aaiant.
"Very well. You are elected, and

will be Known heneeforth as Gounclllor
Number Bejten. You may perhapa
think. considcring the importan.ee to
yourself, and to us, and to othera. of
the j.r^t you now occupy, that our
celeniony of election is somewhat in-
formal. But we are men, and ln ear-
nest: not ehildren pla> ing at being con-
Kpirato>s. iicnce we go turengh no
melodramatic form of 'initlation,' and
exact from you no harrowing vow. We,
who constitute the council, are united
by the strongest of all bonds.self-ln-
terest That is a bond which binds
men more closely than any oath. Slt
down, Councillor Number Seven. Now
that you are one of us, it is right that
you should be taken lnto our conft-
dence to some extent You are no
doubt aware that most of us here are
more or less offieially connected wlth
certaln organizations and aocletles.
some of which are secret, and aome of
whicli are not?"
"Quite aware," was the prompt re-

sponse.
"All of whlch are of a political na-

ture?"
"That I understand, too."
.Very well. Juat now there la a

big publie that ls in faver of agita-
tion of every sort.of leagues, asso-
ciatlona and unions.and we have
practically got the maaagement of
auch matters into our own hands.
Then, aa you know, there are soma
secret aocletles whlch are not un-
^enerously supported ln this coun-
try and ln America, and theae, too,
we may be aaid to control. In fact.
if I may use such a term, we who con-
stltute thla council form a sort of
syndicate for the taking over and
etrrying of everythlng ln the way of
agltatlon and revolt, from a secret ao-
ciety for the assasslration of crowned
heads and tyrants, down to an aglta¬
tlon agalnst an unpopular landlord, a
political meeting, or a atrike. Do I
make myaelf underatoodr'

"Perfectly."
_!Ton have perhApa, fcrtwevsr, enr-

mlsed that. although we fully appmve
the patrlotlc and commendable senti-
menta whlch inspire so many thou-
sand8 ln Kngland and America to sub-
sciibe their money for the carrylng
on of the work. we ourselvea ere not
inclined to give our aervlcea entlrely
gratultoualy?"
He paused and looked curlously at

tha mw councillor, who nodded hla
e»\r% eonaent and hearty approval of
thla ata'ement of the case.
"In facr. you will not be surprlsed to

learn that -like statesmen and patrl-
ota, who dtvote their tlme to the pub-
11c aervice because they find that by
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doing so they can best forward their
private interests; llke clergymen and
ministers, who so long as people are
wtlling to pay for religion are quite
ready to preach it; and, ln short. llke
every one else who is not absolutely a
fool.our frou consideration, in the
coudnct of wh^tever business the 'mb-
Uo think fil to entrust to us, is, not
to put too ftne a point upon it, to
featl^er our own neats. It ls quite true
|ha£ th«re are many men and woinen
Mrorking iu couStttiOfi with these na-
BOclatious and soeieiles who, theta ij
no deuying, are honest and dUVnter-
ested; and very good decoy ^ucks they
are too, to brlng tha Tnoney in. But
auoh men and XBkah, though they do
not avaseet |*. are slmply our tools.
We are tiot, of course, such fools as
to spoi> our own game by killing the
goos>: that lays the golden eggs. But
lu our case the game is a very casy
'one to play. If an attempt.success-
ful or unsuccessful.upon the life of
some hated monarch or unpopular
statesman, the blowlng up of a palace
or prlson, or simiiar deironstralion,
did not occur every now and then, our
subscribers would begin to think that
they were getting nothing for their
money, and saa>plics would cease. But
though much of the enonnous power
whlch ls given to us by the coraple'.e
control of all these societio3, leagues,
associatlons and unions is used by us
for political purposes, we do not hesl-
tate to use this same i>ower lu the
interests of our own pockeis. For in-
Btance. if we heard that large sums
of money or other valuables were be-
ing conveyed from one place to an-
othcr, or were secreted ln any par'dc-
ular building. and we couM avai] our-
selves of the power whlch we have
at our control to secure that aum of
money for ourselves, we should not
hesltate about puttlng tha machlnery
Into motlon. Do you rcmeuiber the
mysteriouH robbery at the duchess of
Doncasler'8?"
"Why. ycs!" gasped Number Seven,

for once gcnuinely surpnacd. "One
hundred thousand pounds in jewels
and bard cash disappeared, no one
knew where."

"1'reclsely," sald the chairman cool-
ly. "Tney did not realize so riuch as
that, however, although, owing to the
fact that we have agents in most of
the continentai cities, we have ex-
ceptional facilities for the disposal of
valuables.
"That now as a case in point, could

never have been ne^otia-cd rooaaa*-
fully but for the intricate machinery
which we have it in our power to set in
motion. No ordinary 'conveyor'.if I
may use the term.could aave carriod
that blt of business through to a suc-
cessful issue, even with the as^ist-
ance of skillful confederates."
"And the prooaada of that haul, do

I understand that they were dlvlded
among the seven councillors?" asked
CoupciUor Number Seven, with glitter-
ing evcs.

"Precirfely. It was a benefit perform-
ance. You are still desirous of assum^
ing the.shall we say.responsibilitiea
of councillorship?"
"Need you ask?"
"And when would you like to eoms

menee the duties?"
"This rninut.'."
"Good. WeU, hs I have toU you, we

do not. when we elect a fc.-w member
to the council. exact any solcnin oath
of secrecy from Iwn. The rule~the
iu\arlable rulc.which we have adopt-
ed in piace of any such meaningn^b
exaction is tb^s. Whenever a new
member is elented, that member has
to qualify himself, so to speak, by
caro ing out personally the tlrst 're-
moval' which may be decreed by tho
council. We do this as much for our
ownjprotection as for any other reason.
The fact that a member is equally
'committed' with ourselves and has
rendered aimsalf liable to the same
legal penaltiea, is the best guaranteo
of his loyalty that we could possibly
have. Do you t'ollow?"

"I follow," replied the new council¬
lor, doggedly.
"Well, this is the situation. We re-

cently elected to a place on the council
.to the very place you now fill.a
new member. He had taken life on
naore than one occasion, and we
thought we were sure of our man, or
we ahould not have invited hlm to
join us. But we have since discovered
.it is the one and only mistake of the
sort we have made.that we have been
misled in him. Not. that he ls not fully
as eager to accept responsibility.even
the most dangerous responsibility.
as any of us. On that ground we have
no cause for eomplaiut But the fact
ls that when he joined%us he was under
the impression that our motives were
entlrely disint^rested and patrlotlc
The dlscovery that we were not al-
together uninfluenced by personal
conslderations was a shock to hlm.

ind produced so great a rovulsloa or
feeling that.as we have t certalned
.he la ln communlcatlon with tha po-
llce, ln order that ho may eerve the
cauae about which he la ao Infatuated
by riddtng it of the m«n.ourselvaa.
who ln his oplnion are its betrayers
and enemlea, He ls at thla moment
alone on board the little yacht which
liea in a etrairht line a couple of
hundred yards further out at sea than
this vessel. At present the police
know nothlng of what he has to tell
them. The matter has not gone far
enough for that. All that he has done
ls to send word to a certain detective
that he has an important communlca¬
tlon to make. He has asked that de-
tsctive.Detective Marten.to Joln him
at 12 o'clock to-night on board the
yacht to receive the communication.
Hia reason for so doing ls as follows:
The council was to meat on board thla
yacht not to-night. but to-morrow
night. The man who intends betraying
us does not know that we are aware
of his intended treachery and that wo
have altered our date of meeting. Ho
thinks it la to-morrow that we are to
aasemble, and after ho has made known
our plans to the detective he will pro-
pose that our meeting be allowed to
take place. and that then, when we
are gathered together here like rats
in a trap, the police shall surround
the yacht and make the whole of us
prisoners. It is a prettily enough
arranged programme, but the poor fool
has underrated our abillties and our
resources for obtaining lnformatlon."
"And where do I come ln, in this

business?" asked the newly appolnted
councillor nervously.
"Ah! you are business-like." replied

the chairman, with a smiie. "Listen
The detective is to join Councillor
Number Seven, as we will continue for
the present to call him, at midnigbt,
on board the yacht I have toid you of.
It will be our business to see that he ls
prevented from getting there, and you
may rely upoa our doing it, for the
resources at our command can
complish anything. w*> *¦ *c"

take vo" -..*"" arQ feolng to
*_*- «*KOrs with us lu tUo dlnghy

[ *D.6u ttiia meeting is concluded. There
ft $kiff ivill be walting for you, in which
i'ou will row out to pay a visit to
Councillor Number Seven. lu fact.
you will go there impersonrting his
expected vlsitor Detective Marten. He
has never sec-u Marten, and doesn't
even know what he ls like. which sim-
plifies niatters very much. You see this
indla-rubber ball, scarcely blgger than
a marbleT You will have no dlfflculty
in concealing It in the palm of your left
hand. You notice that there is a tiny
tube or pipe to it? Well. Councillor
Number Seven has a long story and
a dry one to tell you. and from what I
know of him, I can promlse you that
he will offer >ou refreshment. and wlll
not want much pressing to Join you
hiinseif. You must make some oppor-
tunity, when he ls not looklng, to pass
your hand ovcr his drinU. As you do
po. squeeze the ball, and lf one drop of
what it contains goes Into the whisky,
your business will be done. But even
lf you can't manage the business that
way. you wlll have no dlfflculty ln
effecting his removal. for he has
arranged to give the detective a berth
for the nicht. and you can caslly chlo-
roform him when he is asleep. We'll
aupply you with the drl1g fQr the pur-
pose."
"And what do I do with the body?"

asked the uew councillor. His face waa
now deadly pale. and his ringers were
plcklng at the brald on hla coat whlla
he spoke.
"That too we have arranged," was

the answer. "You see that brown
leather hand-bag on the locker? Llft
it. Rather heavy. isn't it T Let me
bhow you what it contains. Thi3
weight attached to a chain is heavy
enough to sink two men. When your
business with Councillor Number Seven
ia transacted. you will slip the chain
round his ankle, fasten it so, and drop
the body overboard. Then haul up
the auchor. row ashore, and leave the
yacht to drlft with the tide. She may
go a long way out to sea, and the
fartber the better.
"On the first of next. month the

council nieets again, when you will
make >our report. I»ut this lett.>r in
your poeket. It contains instructions
as to where we meet and under what
clreumstanecs.
"And now about the disguise. You

received, bef«re you came here to-
night, the elothes you are wearing. th<»
false beard and the rest of it. with in-
structions I* reganl to getting up.' "

"Yes," said the raarutt; "but I
I dldn't know that aii tho se\en w*» to
| be disguised alikt, and it _,a,rT, me a
| turn when J iirst. came down iu the
cabin. U ia tbe ai<ttHSt tbing 1 ever
saw, for belianged il the ae\eu ot us
aren't aa like as two peas. If we. were
all ahuffled together liae cards in a
pack I dou't belie\e 1 could pick out
any one of us again to save my lit'e.
What's it for, and how do you know
each other again?"
"Wo don't know each other again,"

was the calm reply. "No man here
except myself. so far as I am aware,
knows the name of any of his fellow-
councHlors. Why should they? There's
no chance of my turning informer. If

| I turned Queeu's evidence a thousand
j tlmes over, it wouldn't save my neck.
j What there ls against me is too bad
and there is too much of it for that
ever to be thought of. Hence we are
known to each other only by a number.
You are Number Seven and I am Num¬
ber One. as I ought to be, for I origi-
nated the whole concern. Every man

j here has been lnvited to Joln us on my
re8ponsibility alone. I do the thing
carefully, you must admit. In your
own case, for lnstance, I knew what
your suspicions were about the council
and I had satisfied myself that it would
be safe \o make overtures to you, or
.lse you would not have received the
invitatlon in response to which yon
ars here to-night. And yet you don't
know who I am, nor whether you and I
have aver met until to-night Is that
.o?"

"It is."
The admisslon was made grudglngly

and reluctantly. But, blended with
eomething very like fear, there was in
the way in which the words were
spoken, the submission of one who
recognlzes his master.
"As for your inquiry, *Whafs It

for?' " went on the councillor who had
called himself "Number One." "I
should hardly have thought a man of

l your acumen would have needed to put
. tha qnesUon. The facts about a con-

cern ot tbis sort cant be kept toocloae. Why should you pnt your headInto a noose of whlrh others bold theatrtng? Doat you see its eafer foreach individual councillor If bla tdent-Ity ls kept a secret? This man wbom
you are replaciug on the council.lfhe'd known who bta fellow-councillors
were. It ls very posslble that hed haveglven all our names 10 tne police andthat each of us would have had two
or three detectives on his track whowould have arrested us aeparately. A3lt ls, all he can tell them is that thewhole of us meet here to-morrow
night; but who we are and where
we hang out. he can't say: so that It
la only now and then, and for a few
hours, that we run any danger. And
I need hardly tell you that we dldn't
come here to-night until I had sat-
isfled myself that no trap was beinglald to take us. and that there was
nothlng stlrrlng among the police
teyond what I have already spoken
of. Can't you see, too. what advan-
tage this system of our al! being dls-
guised alike presents? You will have to
put your beard and wig In your bag
when you go to see Number Seven,
beeaii8e you go to hlm personatlng
Marten. But you will rcsume the dis-
guise when the business ls done. Sup-
pose you are seen comlng ashore after
accompllshing the job. and a descrip-
tion of you gets Into the hands of the
police. They will at once inquire at
the two rallway stations lf a man an-
awering your descriptlon has been
seen, and they will be told 'Yea/ for
the aix of us will be leaving Southend
.as far as possible by different routes
or by different trains.and the police
will be pelting all over the cpuntry
after us, leaving the course almost
clear to you. Don't you see how it
scatters tha scent? The police are at a
uisadvantage in fighting us. When we
bring ofl any little job, they start,knowing nothing abput it, afld, wb»*
they get to knoyr they fcava >0 und ou*t#
,-icn takes liuie; whereas we start
knowing all about lt, nnd with ali our

arrangements made beforehand. In
fact, seven determined men with
brains, all working togelher as we
do. can snap their fingers at Scotland
yard; and it seems to me that there
is a big futiire for this syndicate as a
hlllltioaa concern. What say you.
Councillor NumW Seven? Are you
still as strong as ever on joining us?"

"Yes."
"Very well. Let's get to business

We'll go ashore now. gentlemen. nnd
arrange for the new councillor. Num
ber Seven here. to make his little cal
upon Councillor Number Seven thai
was."
He ro?e from his chalr as he apoke

ond led the way to the dock, the re-
cruit fnllowin^ closely behind hlm wlth
the bag. ln a very few mlnutes the
cllp of thoir paddlos had died «w.iy.
and. erajaped and chilled by my lonu
vigil, I crcpt out from my hiding place
into the now empty cabin, wonderinj:
how best I could go to work to frustrate
the vlllalny of this precious Syndicate
pf Scottndrels.

CHAPTER II.
HOW I WAItNKI) A DOOMSD MAN OV

HIS DANGER.
I waa not long in maklng up my

mind. Had 1 known anything 01
yacbting, l should have sei sall. bauled
up the an.-hor. and made for the shore.
but no First Lotd of the Admiralty
knows less about a boat than I did at
that tlme. Itow ashore 1 could not. aa
the rascals who bad Just lert bad
taken the dinghy, and I did not llke 10
call out for help, lest I should bring the
same crew of scoundrels back to the
>achL Uuless I made an effort to swini
to the pier-head I should have to re-
maln on board all night. and In the
meantime murder was being done.
Witbout more ado I slipped off myclothes and dived into the water.

atriklng out with all my strength.But it was not to be. The tide was now
setting acaward at a great pace.
Struggle as f would, I soon reallzed
that it was impossible to reach the
pler-head; so I ceased swimmiug aud,
turning ou my bacu, 1 let tuc current
drilt aae, I'eet foremost. towarda the
yacht which I had just lelt, paddling
meanwhile with my hands, that I
might kaap my body on an even keel.
As 1 neared the yacht 1 raised my head
a little and squinted across my chest
to my toes. to make sure that l should
not be carried past her. ln doing so
I caught a glimpse of another smail
vessel that lay some quarter of a mileout to sea aud ln direct ljne p£ the
current, It was no doubt the very boat
on which the crime waa to be conimit-
ted. With the tide. in my favor lt
would not be difflcult to reach her, so
I turned on my chest again, and pass-
ing under the yacht's couuter, I struck
out boidly for the farther craft.
By the tlme I reached her I w*j

quite exhausted, and when some on»
jumped up suddenly and calied out, "Is
that you, inspector?" I thought it bet-
ter to say "Yes," and to get on board
as soon as possible, than to expend
what little breat.h still rema'.nod in
my body by entering upon v«bat un¬
der any circumstances would be a
difflcult explanation.
"Well, I've always heard that you

were a tricky one. Marten," said my
new friend. "But I'11 be hanged if this
doesn't beat cock-llghting. Fancy
your swimming all the way out so
that no one should know where you
were going to. I guess youre blown a
bit, aren"t you? We'll go below and
have a rirink, lf you'll wait here a miu-
ute while I light the lamp."
My awim from one yacht to the

other had been undertaken in suth a
hurry thrt I had no tlme ln which to
epeculate upon the probable appear-
ance of the person whom I had come
there to warn; and I was therefore
quite unprepared to find, when I
Jolned him in the cabin, that he re-
sembled ln every way the seven mys-
terious beings whose extraordinary
and uncanny llkeness one to the other
had so startled me an hour ago. Had
I given the matter a moment's thought.
I might havo known that there was
nothing strange in the fact that he was
still wearing his disguise. But the
events of the night had made me sus-
picious, and as I stood there staring
at him I could not help asking myself,
"What if I am too late? What if thh
ls not the man who was marked oui
for murder, but the murderer himself
Why did he bid me wait while h
went down to light the lamp? and wli.

wao ae so loug about It? Can It be
that 1 au'prised him at hlt devlllsh
work. and that while I was waning
sbiverlng on the deck he was puttlng
the body out of sight and clearing
away the evidence of his crime?"
Whlle all of ttus was passlng through

my mind my companion had been star-
Ing back at me in a way w hu-h showed
that he too was 111 at ease.
"What's the matter. inspector?" ha

said. looklng about him nervously.
"Any one would think you had seen a
ghost. The cold swlm has alTected you
a bit. hasn't it? Help yourself to a
whisky. That'll put liie iuto you
sooner than anything."

MOTIONLESS UPON THE TAJJLE.

-^Tb pushed first a splrlt-d^anter and
then a water-bottie towards me with
one hand, pointing with the other to a
rack ou my right, where some glasses
were neatly arranged.

I poured off a liberal allowanoe. and
tossed off the half of It at a gulp.
"Why shouldn't this child have a

drink too?" my companion said. with a
feeble pretense at joeularity, strctching
a hand across my tumbler to get at the
decanter.
There was nothlng ln the actlon to

arouse suspiciun under ordluary cir-
eamstaaosa; but a^ i thought ol the tn-
dla-rabber halLatnall enough to be eon-
.ealeu in the palm of the hand and
>t tha deadly potSQB it contained. a

.udden pamc sei/.ed me. and. scarnaiy

.>nowlng what l did. I snatched up my
tialf-emptied tumbler and dashed lla
cuntents on tbe fioor. The m»n sat
starlng at me with a look in his aysa
that to my dylns day I shall not for-
get. His mottth dropped open all awry,
like that ol a paralyzed man. His face
went groy, lus llpj uhiie. ihen scream-

Ing out, "Vou're not inspector-, .Marten
at all! I kntw It from the first. You
are one of thoso int'amoua sevetf-»-on.i
of those devil:; fTOal hfllt fJOHl here tQ
prevent me bt-Mliaa you OVer to Jus-
tlcc!" he sprang forward. mouthing
and gtbbering at me like a monkey,
and with outstretched. twitching fia-
gers pointed at my throaL

I was on my leot in an instant. more
anxtous to expl-iin ihe mistake into
whieh he had. not unnaturally. fallen
than to defsnd mys-'t. B it neither
cotirse was nSCOSISry. for the nrxt in-
stant his nrm dropped to his side. and
with a creat uroan be fell forwnnl
motionless Qpon tlie taUe. Agitation
nad brought OB Byacops of the heart.
'ihe man trboas ttffl I had come there
to save w is d

(TO BE CONTI DIO )

In «!.«. Hwaj i»l tlir llay.
The two dndaa were wandertng

:hrough the rataH shappltii aiatrtet
a/ith eyea for everything fejninlne that
MUM thelr way ln fart, their gaza
proved annoying.
"They make me think of a shoa

storo." said the slangy girl.
"Why'" tskad her companion.
"A rair of rubhers," said the slangy

girl..-Chicago Post.
Tlie 1 uatinlnable.

Now what la baa aa happlnessT
Afar wo cor.t> ir] 'ate It.

Its hLji; soir.e other fe'law has
Who esa't api raclata lt.

.'Washlngton Btar.
ni'.Aiti) at ti r. ekmj v»ow.

Qatsat*.Wbj umplelgh hang
arouiid here so much?
Marie }\< >- consldered an Aljudge

of dogs
Celeste- Wouldn't lt be better to

call him a R9 judge?--Boston Olobe.
Troahl* on the II is; Road.

Mat trouble on de blg* road.
Hetellme: "Howdy-do?'

He ax me: "Whar you gwinet"
1 tell him: "Pur f'ura you."

He aay: "I'll ke«p you oomp'ny
Do lon'-some way «n lenvj."

But Mis.er Joy coir.^ Jovin de road
£i sktir him w!d a song.

.Atlanti Qaaatitation.
Cier Only toniwfiit.

Td have you know, madam," said tha
loud-voiceJ head of the cowbine, "that I
am a self-nade man."
"Wall," rejolned tho raeek and lowry

other half, "all I've got to say ia thera
ought to l o a law to prevent a man from
eheating himaelf.".Chicago Dally
Newa 4

_

PodllliMj Rrota.1.
"Aecording to this paper," said Mrs.

Nagga, "wldows mako the best wivea."
"I don't doubt lt, my dear," replled

Naggs, "but neverthelesa I don't fell Jua-
tlned in shuffllag off at the present writ-
lng merely for the sake of maklng a

good wife of you.".Chicago Daily Newa

Jlataa)
JEHOVAH-JIREH.

(Ocneala Bds)Itow *eem» d It ;<_> ttf .ad,A» down Mor.ai. , >'aIoarty .

They nho had g.Iu.,-*,-. d th" tlernal
ot OcxiT

Bahlnd. the preiHMir,- of .ce'rc'.lna;rhe vislon or ;i »-, fi« lal
And dytnc .?».«.«. >.;..:, altar-stonae,B*?ore, a ,. r»«.v*rmore mlahtW.1 ' K ¦ i <d ji uuraiFor he had icul-.i n Into the fa«e

IToar Mfmtd it to tLe ta<J.
IVh. n at the mcuuia.u'i buae they

me. t
And vr.oome back tbechteftaln

aaai I »jMarU*d they a*oa hia brow a g'tanal
shadfe?

Wlthin his ty*«, a mrenger. clearer H»ka.;
As patiop it'd with power beyond bts o
And said they, unoer bieath, trom

man.
The alule they p-asscd along tha

anard way:
Tha pr.nc. has si«-n- has aeen and

wlth Godr'

A d*a**» j

hey raataj
.:n an* Me

maa fcej
aaaaaj

J taUaaaV

'.w a*
How Bt«Tri(d lt to the lad.When for hla mother's grcctJng

knelt.
And telt har welcomlng klas upca h&B'

cheek?
3h, did 8he see, with terdVr nr>»* . V-K change had come? An4 think ytu ^a4i

he told )
rhe tala to her? Or .1M t r».

'
Too sucred for the common apaeca oi »«*j .«*.Whtle dimly nioing through the miata o*t

yea. 3
ln one great Saerifice. the type fulnileat
.Altce M. (Jutrnaey, ln Youth's Com>ajB--ion. -_

STRING3 THAT PULL.
"Onr Tastea Are strincn PafltaK Xfc

Into Pl«ce"-Ilencr I>u«j otC«l-
tlvating; KIKbt Taatei.

There seem to be many mlsfita la
this world, but after all, before Mvca
are finished, most of them are seea to
be flued iuto their places, says the
Philadelphia Young People. The tUnan
which a man can do, and can do '

la generally that which is appo.
him. If one has a passiou or ev*u _v

predilection for a certain thing» he wlB.
make or find a chance somenow to do
what he longs to do, and will obt:*in e
degree of proflclency in it. "Oar,
tastes," says one, "are 8trings pnllfef
31 into place." The taste for booke^
&nd music will pull one into the plaoa
of libraries, aongs and sweet sonnda>
Inevitably. invariably. There may not{
be complete gralificatlon. nor perfec&i
jevelopmen-t of existing talent. \ ut tha»
taste that dominates the man and the»
ilrcumstanccs. The atrings pull. and'
wlth deflnite rrsults. In apite of d.ffl-
mltles. Elihu Burritfa taste for books,
oulla. even at the blacksmlth's forpe,
ind Abraham l.lncoln Ues 'it f 1\
lenpth upon the cabin floor to tead . ¦>.
'.he ll»rht of the flaralng brands. Tdd
aot these men. and multltudes of o'fc-
ers. find their places? TV \ rmt tii*
etrlnga pull?

SucTI notable and Insilavtit* reflst ;

for the best things i.« Qod . :-#»n, aa>4
the bestowal ls one q| y rl'eart
ahereby t!,e place is SaSkhi U ig HtiL^far better to be thu- Ptdled into pia *
t»rtn to '6e Dorn In i', >

Whal is the duty Ma)1 P l« tw«-
fold: Strengihen thaaa sfriti^s U* u.
pull by cultivating to the utmost t' a
taste for the besf thtngi detanitaed
not to stop short of Mie right placi; f
the excrcise of it: nnd ncver b«. d
co;irnged by obstai 1. I which aeeta M
hinder rcaching tl>e place towtrd
whlch the soul is lenr ing an<l tlie p>.^-
Bibility of doing th h. t work.

HOW WORK RE/CTS.
Great I'urpniM nn-t (,'r»-.t P.ffo«-r«

Kevar m Tmnl K.»iliirt- \ TruH.
Otlin Ovrt JiiUel.

Work makea the vror' n^nrt "' t
tnith ta as certain e:d ai Importantas
that the workman r VOTfc. A
man's nianluxid. his fJurailar. w?wJ<»rn,
akill, are largely Aeaa lopaaJ aj tM
things which he has doaa. a writer on
fiociological ¦ohjaeai '!r i nl-
versit> of Oxford wevt to Baat Lcmdoa
to convorl Kast LoMOB, ! ut ilast I.oa-
don convrrted thaUaSrerait) ofOxfonL
He maaa) that. w^iJe ihe efforta of the'
Oxford eettienaeata w.:' rot eTcr^<,,;^':-
ly manlt'cst in rrsults in l.ondon, tUe.y
were very manifest in changes of
thought an<l idcals at c> fOT '. Tha aue-

Cess or failure of good f ;,(>avors is reta-
ttvely unimportiLni;
pliahl d a greeJ aarpoa ii her way In th*
one who aiahaaj tha «:¦... avora. utaaa,
when we fail inourwo-:. Qod makea our
work vacceed wlth up. A nd how really
unimportunt is the prornlnence or tha
absc'irlty td* our lab- '. Hoar little It
mattera whather the \ of be done wlth-
in the four walls of a i.< . j long
as it is fa'.thfully done, it will accona-

pliph that aavpoat ln aa for whlch, very
likely, it was sent. Wi ':. then, for
what you can do by your work, aud also
for what jour work can doforyoa
3. Tinaos.

Tlie Saliion a Corrof'fr.
The Niw York Wiue and Spirii

Gazette is quoUd in o::c cf lt» temper-
ance exc.hangtis.we lo not have the
felicity of sceing the papcr in this office
.as saying that the u< w excibc law of
New York could easily have been de-
feated if the liquor BNn of the »tate had
only been li^e enough to take "cosh
money" to Albany ai.u paj dowa for
votts of legisiators at thfi rate of X^flOO
per legislator. It rail^ ^ib;ui.ai i«.t own
friends because some "who prehahly
thought thempelves very smart leilowa
attempted to do business in the legiala-
ture on a proniissory b..ii_. ' lt r.ay be
srt down as one certain thing in the
problem of pcliUcal torrupiion .a iLii
country. that we will eeyer ^ret rM «f U
as lnr.c as the saioon exisia..> ¦¦.^1^v
lnt( rior.

CMeaKo Connctenrff.
"I wasmarricd to that man o:;it," said

the first Chicago woman.
"Tq Mr. Marryat? The Ideal Way.

ao was 1." replied the other.
"Yea don't say? Were yoa before«Y

after me?".Philadelphia CathoUc
Standard and Times.

The Ckaxltalile ftax.
"Mlas De Bloom certjiinly has a bean-

tlful complexion," sah. the man at the
dancing achool.
"Oh. yes," rejoined the kind-hearted

glrl; "bat I'm afraid lt won't wash.".
Cincinnati Enqnirer. ^

Help. ' 1
Ferdy.I put in a gnod word fpr

you, old chap. I told her yon had mora
money than brains.
Algy.And whr>» did she t»ay then?
Ferdy.Sbe aabad me it' yon hadvany

money..Ptiek.


